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In Anantapur district the red soil occupies 82% and the
remaining is black soil18. In Chittoor district the red soil and
the red bam soil are prominent19. In Cuddapah district black
cotton soils, black loam, red sand and red loam soils are
prominent20. In Kumool district there are black cotton soil
and red toam soils21. The black soil is known as black cotton
soil because of the increased* cotton yield. Renadu an
ancient province in Rayalaseema, stretching towards Eastern
and South-Eastern parts, obtained of its name because of
its black soil belt- RegadP2. Regadi-Nadu or Renadu means
the province which had black soil. The red soil and red laom
soil are good for gardens and also for dry crops.

Many crops were grown in Rayalaseema during the
Vijayanagara period. Inscriptions and Hterary works mention
many such crops. The main crops grown under cereals were
rice and cholam or millet, many varieties of paddy were
raised. They were garakasannalu, Sudani, Pishlma, Pancha
ganneru, Kesari, Telabalu, Chennangi, Yerrabakkalu, etc.,23.
The author of Hamsavimsati a Telugu Kavya of the 18th
century gives a long list of 101 varieties of paddy24. Cholam
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